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BURO OLE SCHEEREN UNVEILS “KDL PORTAL”
HEADQUARTERS FOR GLOBAL BATTERY LEADER

Currently under construction, KDL
Portal will serve as the new global
headquarters for KeDaL.i Industries
(KDL), a leading manufacturer of
structural components for high-
performance batteries and a pioneer
in the robotics industry. Conceived as
a compact vertical campus, the tower
integrates offices, R&D labs, short-
stay apartments, a lecture hall and
a corporate gallery within a single,
precisely organised structure defined
by a series of collective Portal Spaces.

Located on the edge of a scenic reservoir
park in Shenzhen’s Longhua district, KDL
Portal occupies a prominent site within one of
the city’s emerging business clusters. As one
of Longhua'’s first high-profile headquarters, it
establishes a distinct architectural identity for
both the company and the district. KDL Portal
marks Longhua’s transformation into a nature-
integrated hub for innovative manufacturing
companies in China’s Greater Bay Area.

Founded in 1996, KDL has been a critical yet largely unseen force in the global battery supply chain,

advancing electrification and new energy technologies. “The development of KDL reflects the trajectory of
China’s industrial growth. We began with a small studio, established our manufacturing bases, and later
entered the global market through the development of production facilities in Europe and North America,”

said KDL Chairman Li Jianli. “This year marks KDL’s 30th anniversary, and our global headquarters will
embody the precision, reliability, and continuous innovation that define KDL’s approach to highly integrated

manufacturing. Ole Scheeren’s design captures these values with remarkable clarity.”

Rather than a conventional office tower, KDL Portal is conceived as an innovation hub that consolidates

the company’s diverse functions into a interconnected environment of offices, research and development

facilities, a corporate gallery, a business club and short-stay apartments.
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“China is no longer the world’s sweatshop — it has become a powerful engine of research, innovation
and advanced manufacturing,” says Ole Scheeren. “KDL is emblematic of this shift: a company that has
operated for years as a largely invisible ‘hidden champion’ within global supply chains, is now choosing to

manifest its identity through a headquarters building that gives its ambition a visible architectural presence —
a vertical ecosystem where R&D, production intelligence and everyday life are brought together as part of
an integrated urban experience.”

Rising 120 metres and comprising 36,380 sgm,
the tower is organised as a series of stacked and
shifting programmatic volumes. These volumes
are articulated by a collection of large, curvilinear
Portals projecting outward to the city and reservoir
park. Acting as visual connectors between nature
and architecture, they transform the facade into an
Inhabited Interface and choreograph the building's
relationship to its surroundings, framing panoramic
views while giving the headquarters a strong
sculptural presence on the Longhua skyline.

Internally, the Portals form collective spaces that
extend the standard floorplate to provide alternative
workplaces, exchange zones and leisure spaces.
Volumetrically, they also generate a sequence of
open and semi-covered terraces, linking it to the
surrounding landscape.

The Portals’ spatial variation is defined by their respective orientation. Those facing the plaza to the south
incorporate inhabitable volumes for collaborative work, informal meetings and workshops. The ones
overlooking the lake are activated by staggered staircases that connect multiple levels and platforms for
interaction, talks, gatherings and everyday encounters. By drawing circulation and social spaces into the
facade, Ole Scheeren’s design activates the building’s appearance, encouraging visible movement and
visual connection across floors.
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This spatial strategy underpins the headquarters’ departure from the conventional central core tower
typology. By shifting services and vertical circulation to one side, the design frees large, flexible floorplates
with open access to the Portal Spaces, daylight and expansive views through a highly transparent glass
facade. The result is a flexible and efficient floor plate that can adapt to evolving needs over time.
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Landscaped terraces, internal greenery and
generous daylight and views create an ideal
environment for productive work and collaboration
for KDL'’s staff, researchers and international guests
and partners.

“Rather than a closed, singular object, KDL Portal
forms a highly integrated system of workspaces,
circulation and shared environments,” adds Ole
Scheeren. “It is an architecture measured not only in
terms of function and efficiency, but also by
openness, encounter and collective experience
— an approach shaped by years of working within
one of the world’s rapidly evolving cities and by a
commitment to technical prowess and performance.”

Scheduled for completion in 2027, KDL Portal is set
to establish a strong architectural presence for one
of the electrical industry's strategically important
global players.
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Media Contact

For further information and interviews, please contact ING Media
Lucy Boyd | lucy.boyd@ing-media.com | +44 (0) 7851 920611

Notes to Editors
About KDL

KeDalLi Industry (KDL) was founded in 1996 and is a global leader in the field of precision structural components
for new energy vehicle power batteries and energy storage batteries. Headquartered in Shenzhen, the company
has established a forward-looking global manufacturing network, with eighteen major production bases across
China as well as overseas markets including Europe, North America, and Southeast Asia, providing high-quality

products and services to the world’s leading new energy enterprises.

In the core field of “precision structural protection components for lithium battery,” KDL adheres to a philosophy
of extreme precision manufacturing, creating highly safe, lightweight, and highly consistent carbon-neutral
structural components for power and energy storage batteries. With its deep technical expertise and end-to-
end solutions, the company continues to empower the industry. At the same time, leveraging its strengths in
precision manufacturing, the company has proactively expanded into the robotics core components sector.
By building vertical integration capabilities spanning from key components to complete systems, it has
established a second growth curve following its new energy business, leading the way in smart manufacturing.

About Biiro Ole Scheeren

Biro Ole Scheeren is an international architectural firm that practices architecture, urban design, interior design
and research. With offices in Hong Kong, Beijing, London and Berlin, Blro Ole Scheeren designs and realises
pioneering building projects and urban developments worldwide. To date, Ole Scheeren has completed projects
totalling more than one million square meters, with another million currently under construction and a further million

under design.

The work has received numerous awards, including the Asia Pacific Property Awards (Best Office Architecture
China), the CTBUH Award of Excellence for Tencent Helix and The Axiom, and the WA China Architecture Award
for Architectural Achievement for the Guardian Art Centre in 2025. Additional recognitions include the CTBUH
Award of Excellence for Fifteen Fifteen by Ole Scheeren in 2023, the CTBUH 10 Year Award for The Interlace
in Singapore in 2023, the CTBUH Urban Habitat Award for DUO in Singapore in 2021, the World Building of
the Year Award 2015 for The Interlace, and the CTBUH Best Tall Building Worldwide Award 2013 for the CCTV

Headquarters in Beijing.
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Public Relations

pr@buro-os.com Instagram: @buroolescheeren
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+86 10 5900 1983  (Beijing) WeChat: BuroOleScheeren
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